
September	  27.	  Trails	  Subcommittee	  

City	  Hall—Office	  of	  Commissioner	  of	  Revenue	  

Members	  Present:	  Brian	  Knapp,	  Esther	  Nasjleti,	  Douglas	  Stewart	  

Staff:	  Michael	  McCarty,	  Gregg	  Tonge	  

Meeting	  began	  at	  7:03.	  	  

1. Changes	  proposed	  to	  trails	  map	  

Douglas	  identified	  four	  streets	  where	  he	  believes	  the	  classification	  on	  the	  trails	  map	  is	  incorrect.	  All	  
of	  the	  following	  roads	  are	  marked	  in	  the	  map	  as	  “roads	  determined	  to	  be	  bicycle	  friendly.”	  Douglas	  
believes	  these	  roads	  should	  not	  be	  categorized	  as	  such:	  	  

• Jermantown	  Road	  
• Chain	  Bridge	  from	  southern	  border	  to	  City	  Hall	  
• Fairfax	  Boulevard	  
• University	  Drive	  from	  Main	  Street	  to	  Kenmore	  
	  
Action	  –	  Staff	  will	  discuss	  with	  Kelly	  possibilities	  for	  adapting	  map	  to	  point	  out	  danger	  points	  
along	  the	  4	  routes	  in	  question.	  
	  

2. Trails	  project	  prioritization	  
The	  trails	  chart	  was	  discussed	  at	  a	  broad	  level,	  with	  a	  focus	  on	  prioritization	  system	  and	  manner	  
of	  presentation.	  
Brian’s	  questions:	  
–	  Where	  do	  we	  distinguish	  new	  from	  repair/maintenance?	  For	  example,	  why	  is	  paving	  “new”?	  
Answer	  –	  paving	  is	  different	  from	  repairing	  deteriorated	  infrastructure.	  	  Do	  we	  need	  a	  third	  
category	  (improvement?).	  	  Generally	  agreed	  that	  some	  of	  these	  projects,	  like	  the	  resurfacing	  
projects,	  are	  in	  a	  category	  by	  themselves	  between	  repair	  and	  new.	  	  
	  
Discussion	  of	  how	  we	  distinguish	  new	  and	  improvement	  –	  some	  gray	  area,	  will	  need	  to	  be	  
addressed	  and	  clarified	  over	  time	  and	  to	  some	  extent	  case	  by	  case.	  

	   Agreed	  that	  we	  create	  a	  third	  category,	  “Improvement.”	  

-‐-‐What	  are	  we	  doing	  for	  east-‐west	  connections?	  This	  may	  require	  a	  line	  item	  for	  a	  separate	  
study,	  as	  we	  don’t	  really	  have	  the	  answer	  yet.	  
	  
-‐-‐Bike	  lane	  on	  Old	  Lee	  should	  include	  ROW	  costs	  along	  Country	  Club.	  Need	  to	  identify	  the	  length	  
of	  roadway	  where	  we	  need	  ROW.	  Douglas	  will	  ask	  Alex	  and	  Eric.	  



For	  presentation	  purposes,	  consider	  using	  overlay	  maps:	  1)	  existing	  trails;	  2)	  recommended	  
improvements	  and	  repairs;	  3)	  new	  projects	  
	  
Question	  of	  what	  is	  preferred	  Mason	  to	  Metro	  route?	  Douglas	  will	  send	  Mike	  chart	  using	  
Esther’s	  guidelines	  –	  identify	  what	  is	  on	  preferred	  route,	  and	  what	  is	  on	  the	  two	  other	  routes.	  
Should	  we	  add	  trails	  map	  as	  a	  project	  in	  the	  trails	  plan?	  
	  
Farr	  property	  might	  come	  under	  easement.	  Possibility	  for	  a	  trail	  connection	  there.	  In	  which	  case	  
that	  could	  be	  the	  preferred	  trail	  connection	  to	  Farrcroft.	  Northern	  VA	  Conservation	  Trust	  will	  
reach	  out	  to	  the	  family.	  
	  
Action:	  Mike	  and	  Gregg	  will	  revise	  trails	  chart	  in	  alignment	  with	  tonight’s	  suggestions	  (add	  
Improvement	  category	  and	  reclassify	  accordingly)	  and	  send	  revised	  chart	  to	  members.	  
	  

3. Signage	  
Mike	  provided	  update	  on	  staff	  work	  on	  signage.	  Has	  sign	  standards	  and	  is	  planning	  to	  pilot	  a	  
new	  sign	  wayfinding	  system	  on	  Daniels	  Run	  trail.	  PRAB	  members	  and	  other	  citizens	  could	  help	  
by	  incorporating	  sign	  observations	  in	  their	  Park	  Steward	  reports.	  
	  
July	  minutes	  were	  approved	  by	  acclamation.	  
	  
Meeting	  adjourned	  at	  8:10.	  


